
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

First Communion and Confirmation: On Sunday, several of our students received the two Communion 
sacraments of the Eucharist and Confirmation at St Mark's Church with Father Stephen and Bishop Ken 
Howell.  Next Sunday, some more of our students will also receive their sacraments. It is a momentous day 
and we congratulate our children and celebrate with their families on this important step in their faith life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

External Review: Today is our External Review where we discuss the school improvement over the past 
five years.  We look forward to the recommendations that the panel will provide for us in terms of teaching 
and learning which will form our school goals for the next few years. 
 

Around the classrooms: Year 3's have been very busy learning how to be 
poets and how to use the best language devices to create the best poetry.  
They are very proud of their efforts and here is 3W reading and sharing 
their finished class book!  I was impressed by their level of knowledge 
about poetry devices and their ability to use them.   
 

Building: Our building project of two additional classrooms has been sent 
out to tender and we expect to commence construction during the Sep-
tember holidays and completion ready for the start of the 2018 school 
year.  The project includes two new classrooms – one for Prep, which will 
be located partly on the Junior Oval, and one added on to the Year 2 building.  During construction, there 
will be safety fences around the site, which will also mean new pathways for children to use during this 
phase.  More information will be provided once we have a commencement date.  This is a government-
funded project with funds received late last year. 
 

Fundraiser: Vietnamese Food: Thank you to our Vietnamese community parents who are helping to raise 
money for the orphanage in Vietnam during the next three weeks.  They will be cooking and selling delicious 
food on Tuesday 22nd  August, Tuesday 29th  and Tuesday 5th September at first break.  Food includes 
spring rolls, noodles, chicken, chips and fried rice.  Students can purchase the food at the tuck shop (no pre-
order) at 10:40 am.  Thank you for this wonderful fund-raising effort!  
 

Please note that there is no school tomorrow due to the EKKA public holiday. 

Enjoy the day off tomorrow and the week ahead! 
 

Allison Malouf 

Principal 
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Term 3 Week 6 

SCHOOL CLOSED WEDNESDAY!  Brisbane EKKA Public Holiday 

2017 TERM DATES: 
 

 Term 1: 24 Jan - 31Mar 
 Term 2: 18Apr - 23 Jun 
 Term 3: 10 Jul - 15Sep 
 Term 4: 3 Oct -   1 Dec 

Upcoming 

Events 

Wednesday 16 August: 
EKKA Public Holiday 
 

Thursday 17 August: 
Cricket Coaching Clinic 
Yrs. 4-6 
 

Friday 18 August: 
Interschool Sport 
 

Tuesday 22 August: 
Vietnamese Tuckshop 
 

Monday 28 August: Yr. 
1 incursion 

A school’s mission is to develop the sense of the true,  
the sense of the good and  
the sense of the beautiful.     

And this happens through a rich journey made up of many ingredients. 

Year 3W 



“And we know that for those 
who love God all things work 

together for good,  
for those who are called 

according to his purpose.” 
~ Romans 8:28 

“In his grace, God has given us 

different gifts for doing certain 

things well.  So if God has given 

you the ability to prophesy, 

speak out with as much faith as 

God has given you.  If your gift is 

serving others, serve them well.  

If you are a teacher, teach well.  

IF your gift is to encourage 

others, be encouraging.  If it is 

giving, give generously.  If God 

has given you leadership ability, 

take the responsibility seriously.  

And if you have a gift for 

showing kindness to others,  
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“And we know that  
for those who love God  
all tings work together  
for good, for those who  

are called according  
to his purpose.” 

~ Romans 8:38 
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  St Vincent De Paul 

Winter Appeal 

Religious Life of the School News 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Nikki Lysaght:   

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

Hail Mary! The Feast of the Assumption 
Well, if the woman who God specifically chose to bring His Son into the world and raise Him is not in heaven… 

none of us have a shot.  Seriously, though, is there Scriptural backing for this teaching about the Assumption? 

Absolutely!  While it does not explicitly state, “Mary assumed into heaven” in the Bible, stop and take a look at 

the verses from Revelation, written by John, of visions that were seen:  ‘Then God’s temple in heaven was 

opened, and the ark of his covenant could be seen in the temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, and 

peals of thunder, an earthquake, and a violent hailstorm. A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed 

with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was with child and 

wailed aloud in pain as she laboured to give birth. She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the 

nations with an iron rod. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now have salvation and power come, and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of his Anointed…'” – Revelation 11:19, 12:1-6, 10. 

This revelation is referring to Mary in heaven. Mary is often referred to as the new “Ark of the Covenant.” As 

the Ark of the New Covenant, Mary carried Christ who is the Law, the Bread of Life, and the Royal High Priest. 

Her Immaculate Conception and her state as ever-Virgin kept her free from defect and sin, preserving her throughout her life, until her 

death where she was immediately assumed to preserve her from any bodily corruption on earth.  

In 1950, Pope Pius XII defined the doctrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary for the universal Church. The teaching was not 

new… only now formally clarified. He affirmed that at the end of her time on earth, Mary experienced immediately the resurrection of the 

body that is promised to all faithful followers of Jesus. Basically, since Mary was preserved from original sin by the unique gift of Christ’s 

grace, she was able to experience the immediate perfect union with her Son in heaven, never knowing, tasting or suffering from bodily 

corruption or decay (due to death) in any way. Remember, as Christians we believe in the Resurrection of the Body. As the popular Vatican 

II document Lumen Gentium (68) asserts, Mary’s assumption and heavenly presence preceded and foreshadows our own future glory (1 

Corinthians 15). You might want to check out how the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains it, too (CCC 966).  Mother Mary, Pray for 

us.  Material drawn in full from: http://lifeteen.com/blog/missing-jesus-mom-the-assumption-explained/  

Date Claimers ... 
 Child Safety focus in HPE lessons all this term. 

 The Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary is today, Tuesday 15 August.  It is a holy day of 
obligation and there will 2 masses here at St Mark’s Parish.  There will be an 8am mass in English 
and a 6pm Vietnamese Mass. 

 There will be no school tomorrow, Wednesday 16 August, for Ekka Holiday. 

 2W and 3G celebrate their buddy class mass on Thursday 17 August at 9:30am.   

 4W will lead us in our Assembly Prayer on Friday 18 August at 8:40am in Mercy Hall.   

 Vietnamese Tuck shop will start next Tuesday 22 August and will also run on 29 August and 5 September.  
The money raised from these sales will go to an orphanage in Vietnam. 

 1W & 5B will celebrate their buddy mass on Thursday 24 August at 9:30am. 

 4B will lead us in our Assembly Prayer next Friday 25 August. 

 Book Week Assembly is on Friday 8 September. 

 Catholic Mission Week will be run in Week 10—starting on 11 September. 

 School holidays start at 3pm on 15 September. 

Virtue of the Week:  Excellence 
What is Excellence?  

Excellence is doing your best.  It is giving your best to any task you do or any relationship you have.  
Excellence is a desire for perfection.  It is the key to success.  You don’t try to be better than 
anyone else.  You are trying to be the best that you can be. 

You are practising Excellence when you … 

 Give your best to whatever you do. 

 Give your best to relationships. 

 Remember to plan and practice. 

 Develop your own gifts. 

Say no to things that make you feel uneasy, that might hurt you or get you into trouble. 
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School News 

Open every Monday  
During School Term  

Between 
8am and 9am. 

OPEN 
MONDAY 
8am - 9am 

St Mark’s Uniform Shop 

Tuck Shop Ordering System 

Please note as of this term the tuck shop 
will no longer be accepting lunch orders 
before school by students or parents.  If 
you wish to order food for your child, 
please send all orders to school via a brown 
paper bag and have your child/children 
place them in their classrooms tuck shop 
basket at the commencement of the day. 

Woolworth's  

Earn and Learn  

Program  
 

The Woolworth's Earn and 
Learn program is back for 
2017.  Please help St Mark's 
earn amazing equipment by 
shopping at Woolworth's 

from Wednesday 26 July 2017.    

It is easy for your kids, parents, grandparents, staff, neighbours 
and friends - absolutely anyone - to help your school.  This is how 
it works.   For every $10 spent at Woolworths, you earn 1 sticker.  
Adhere your stickers onto the collector sheet and bring it into the 
school office and pop the sheet into the Earn and Learn Box.    
Every sticker helps St Mark's earn sporting and other school equip-
ment. 

Last Friday, saw St Mark's play the 1st of 5 Fridays for Inter School Sport in basketball, touch football and  
AFL. 

I heard a lot of positive input from both players and coach’s upon their return to school. Below are some 
awards for each sport: 
 

Mrs. Gall - Boys Touch.   Jacob and Jazzanya  best team players and organisation 

Ms. Schaefer - Girls Touch.   Aluel and Mai for playing fair 

Mr. Ebzery - Girls Basketball.     Miracle for sustained effort 

Mr. Everett - Boys Basketball.  Endrew for shooting and BJ for game management 

Myself - AFL.    Leuca & Thinh for having an excellent motor (they ran all day) and Andy for loads of enthusiasm. 
 

Mrs. Camilleri, voted for her entire action group back at school for their effort and commitment in implementing several projects. 
 

We look  forward to hearing more encouraging stories in coming weeks. 

Kind Regards - Mr. Biddulph   Sports Coordinator  

Library News 

Book Week is Coming…  

Our theme  this year is “Escape to Everywhere”. 
 

We will celebrate Book Week at St Mark’s in 
Week 9, Monday 4- Friday 8 September.  We 
have already started preparations in the Li-
brary.  We would like the children from Prep 
to Yr. 3 to dress up for our Assembly on the 
Friday 8 September.  They can dress up as a 
favourite book character or dress to show to 
where their book has helped them escape.  

CoaCh’s Corner - Interschool sport 

We have several unnamed and un-
claimed school jumpers in the school 
office.  If your child has lost a jumper 
please ask them to come to the office 
and take one in their size.    We also ask 
that you ensure all clothing and personal 
items are named. 

Lost and Found School Jumpers 



    Focus on Reading and Writing 

Year 2 Bug Incursion 
This term our Year 2 students have been learning about different insects 
as part of their science investigations.  Each week the students have been 
working on writing information reports on the different insects they have 
been investigating. Yesterday the students came face-to-face with some 
real-life insects as they had a bug expert bring her pets along for a visit.  
Here is a recount of what happened: 


