
 
 

 
 

2015 TERM DATES: 
Term 1: 28 Jan - 2 Apr 

Term 2: 20 Apr - 26 Jun 

Term 3: 13 July-18 Sept 

Term 4: 6 Oct - 4 Dec  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
With great weather last Friday, we gathered in large 
numbers to celebrate Mothers’ Day with our Mums. I 
think it was our biggest turnout and a fabulous time 
was had by all. My thanks to our P and F for once 
again organising and running the afternoon, the 
teachers for their great support, our children who had 
the very important task of making sure that every 
Mum was made to feel special and you for your 
attendance and joining in the fun of the occasion. 
Of special note, thanks goes to Anna Sinitsky and her 
helpers for organising and conducting our Mothers’ 
Day stall last Thursday and Friday. Many children 
appreciated the chance to be able to buy a gift for 
Mum. 
 
P and F Meeting 
This month’s P and F meeting is scheduled for 
tomorrow night, Wednesday, 13th May, from 6.00 
pm in the staffroom. All parents and friends are 
invited to this, and every, meeting.  
The fiesta, scheduled for Sunday, 13th September, is 
drawing nearer and while preparations are well in 
hand, many hands would be appreciated as we look to 
make this a great community event. 
The P and F have so far conducted a wonderful 
welcome to the year, Mothers Day BBQ and 
subsidised Year 6 leaders shirts. These are now worn 
proudly by our student leaders, and rightly so. I am 
looking to finalize all $10 payments this week. 
Should this be your son/ daughter, please send along 
the money as a matter of urgency now. 
 
Prep 2016 
This week I have started interviewing student for the 
Prep year in 2016. Should you have a child born 
between 1st July, 2010 and 30th June, 2011, please 
inform the office now to secure a position. If you 
have not yet done so, please collect an enrolment 
form from the office. 
With siblings of current students, interviews are not 
generally conducted unless there is a particular need. 
They will have a position provided they are enrolled 
and the school can meet their educational needs. I 
look forward to having your child coming to St. 
Mark’s next year. 
 

NAPLAN 
As mentioned last week, Year 3 and 5 students are 
undertaking tests in literacy and numeracy today, 
tomorrow and Thursday. We wish all students every 
success in these tests and look forward to the results 
in the weeks ahead. 
 
Catholic High School Expo 

Please make time to come to the Catholic High 
School Expo next Wednesday night, 6.00—8.00 pm 
in Mercy Hall. Here is a great opportunity for every 
parent to find out what the various high schools offer. 

As a parent, you have the important task of discern-
ing which high school would best suit your child 
and family. It is open to parents with children in 
any year level. Indeed, the disappointed parents are 
the ones who leave it too late! 
I look forward to welcoming you on Wednesday 
night, 20th May. Spread the word! 
 
RE Validation 
Much work has been undertaken by the teachers in 
recent weeks, under the co-ordination of Mrs Nikki 
Lysaght, APRE, in readiness for the validation of 
our Religious Education programme. As St. Mark’s 
Catholic Primary School, we are conscious of and 
very much working towards giving authentic ex-
pression and experiences of faith to all students. 
The encounters with Jesus and the living of His 
teachings are at the heart of what we do at St. 
Mark’s. I commend the work being done as we 
bring it all to completion in a number of weeks. 
 
Student Leadership 

I am looking forward to hearing proposals from our 
student leadership groups in the next week or so. 
Each year, we give our students the opportunity to 
put forward initiatives that will positively impact 
the school. Stay tuned! 
 
School Photos 
These were taken last Tuesday. Processing takes 
some time and should be ready in four to six weeks. 
We will pass them on as soon as we receive them. 
 
Practical Matters 

• As the weather cools, all children need to 
have, and wear, their green school pullover. 
Please ensure that your child’s name is 
clearly written. Each year I have to give 
away bags full as I simply cannot find own-
ers! 

• All children must wear black school shoes 
to complete the uniform as well as the 
green school hat, of course. Again, thanks 
for checking that your child is dressed cor-
rectly. 

• As the days shorten, ensure that your child 
arrives at school by 8.30 am. “Sleeping in” 
is not a good enough excuse! 

• School fees go out this week. Thank you for 
your prompt attention to them. Come and 
see Ms Barry or myself if you have any 
difficulties. 

• Please check the “lost property” regularly. 
 
 
 
 

12 May 2015 

Week 3 Term 2 
Enrol now for Prep in 2016 

 

 

 

Student  

Awards 

For Loyalty: 

Because the Bible says 

‘Love is supportive, 

loyal, hopeful and 

trusting.’  
1 Corinthians 13:7 

PG: Remy Pham 

PW: Vy Nguyen 

PB: Desley Menefata 

1G: Theresa Tai’i 

1W: Ava Sherwood 

1B: Alessandra Rangel 

2G: Kevin Nguyen 

2W: Uyen Vu 

2B: Jamai Tran 

3G: Joanne Nguyen 

3W: Kaaviyan Thevar 

3B: Loni Lemau 

4G: Bo Tran 

4W: Vivienne Le 

5G: Geogia Teni 

5W: James McKee 

6G: Andy Nguyen 

6W: Quyen Chu 

Many thanks to our  
P&F for organising a 
wonderful afternoon 



 

Date Claimers ... 

RE NEWS 

Mrs Nikki Lysaght 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

• NAPLAN runs from Tuesday 12 May—Thursday 14 May. 

• P&F Meeting 6pm this Wednesday, 13 May. 

• This Thursday, 14 May, 6W and 2W will celebrate their buddy Class Eucharist at 9:30 in St Mark’s Church.   

• This Friday, 15 May, 1G will led us in our Assembly Prayer. 

• Next week 3B and Prep B will celebrate their Buddy Mass on Thursday, 21 May. 

• Next Friday 1B will led us in our National Reconciliation Week Assembly Prayer on Friday 22 May. 

• High School Expo for students in Yr 3 –7 (and their parents) will be on Wednesday, 20 May from 6:00—8:00 PM.  

• Year 5&6 Personal Development Workshop is on Tuesday 23 June—Thursday 25 June.  Once again NET Ministries 

and Real Talk will be joining us to facilitate these days.  More information coming soon. 

May is the month of Mary 
This month we honour Mary, the mother of God.  If you go back into the 

history of the Church after the crucifixion, the apostles, the followers of Christ 

who were scattered, scared and a fragmented group, met in an upper room 

in Jerusalem totally demoralized, completely in the dark as to what their 

future course of life would be. There was one woman present who really took 

over and that was Mary, the mother of Christ. She encouraged them, she 

motivated them, she soothed them, she comforted them, she dynamized 

them in such a way that they left that upper room in Jerusalem and went to 

the ends of the world preaching not only about the teachings of Jesus Christ, 

but about his mother, Mary.  There is no question that Mary, the mother of 

Christ, had this dynamic and profound influence on the Church that enabled 

the Church to grow and prosper.  One way to remember and honour Mary is 

by praying some of the prayers especially dedicated to her: 

What is Trust?  
 

Trust is having faith. It is relying and believing in someone or something.  It is 

having confidence that the right thing will happen without trying to control it or 

make it happen.  Trusting others is believing that people will do what they say 

they are going to do.  It is having faith in your own ability to learn and grow. 
 

You are practising Trust when you … 
 

• Have faith in God’s love and follow your own guidance. 

• Let trust chase away your fears. 

• Ask God for help with anything that scares you. 

• Know that your best is good enough. 

• Trust others unless you have good reasons not to. 

Virtue of the Week:  Trust 



OPEN 

FRIDAY 

 open every Friday  

during school term  

         between  

     8am and 9am. 

St Mark’s Uniform Shop 

 

 

  

Please come along to our 

High School Expo 

On Wednesday May 20,  

St Mark's will be holding a 'High School Expo' in 

Mercy Hall from 6-8 pm. 

This expo is an opportunity for Catholic High Schools 

within our catchment area to display, demonstrate and 

communicate  what their school has to offer. As High 

School selec"on for your child is an important decision 

in their educa"onal journey, we would encourage you 

to a$end.  

You, as parents know your child best and an expo such 

as this will make you aware of the schools that can 

best cater for your child's learning and  

educa"onal needs. Closer to the "me we will be able 

to give you a list of the schools that will be a$ending 

the night.  Please note, that many high schools request 

enrolments for students from as early as Year 3-4. 

High School Exhibitors 

Schools exhibi"ng at our High School Expo – St Mary’s, 

St Edmund’s, Our Lady’s, St Augus"ne’s, St Peter  

Claver, Ambrose Tracey, St Thomas More,  

St Lawrence’s, St James  

Mercy Hall 

May 20 

6-8pm 

Brigidine College  

Indooroopilly 

OPEN DAY 
Have fun and learn more about 

the op"ons for your daughter’s 

secondary educa"on.  Enjoy 

free face pain"ng, free sausage sizzle, many crea"ve  

performances and lots of hands-on workshops as well as guided 

tours, over 20 displays and much more on Sunday 17 May 

10am – 1pm. More informa"on at www.brigidine.qld.edu.au 

8am - 9am 

 
 Prep 2016 Enrolments 
We are now accep"ng applica"ons  

for enrolments from all our school  

families and the wider community  

for Prep 2016.  

A child born from 1st July 2010 to 30th  
June 2011 will be eligible for Prep in  2016.  

Please come to the office to collect  

an application form. 

 

Brisbane West Deanery 

Youth & Young Adult  
Picnic in the Park 

Sunday 17th May 2015  ~  10.30am onwards 
Rocks Riverside Park,  

Counihan St, Seventeen Mile Rocks 
BYO something to share….. 

drinks/nibblies/salads/meat/sausgaes/desserts  
Games, fun, & friendship.  

Come along for a great day out! 
For more info please contact Michael Doherty  

on 0409 235 480 or at  
bwdeanery@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

Does your child have a verified disability that  

requires transport assistance to and from school?   

 

Has your school’s learning support teacher  

assessed your child’s travel capability ra6ng as 

‘semi-independent’ or more dependent?  

 

Visit our website to see if you qualify for financial 

assistance to  

help with the cost of transport and 

apply at www.schooltransport.com.au  

by 31 May 2015. 

Late applica6ons cannot be accepted. 

STUDENTS WITH  

DISABILITIES TRAVEL REBATE 

Semester 1, 2015 



Thank you to DJ Manny, Teachers, Parents & Students Thank you to DJ Manny, Teachers, Parents & Students Thank you to DJ Manny, Teachers, Parents & Students Thank you to DJ Manny, Teachers, Parents & Students     
who contributed to Mothers Day BBQ Success!who contributed to Mothers Day BBQ Success!who contributed to Mothers Day BBQ Success!who contributed to Mothers Day BBQ Success!    

Wed 27th May 
 

State of Origin  

Free Dress Day Bring 

in a gold coin to wear 

your team colours! 


